
 

 
    Faith Formation News  

Week of March 30th 

I’m sorry this letter is so late.  I’ve had a few other things going on, but hopefully I’m back in the groove and can 

continue with the School News. 

The annual Dinner/Dance was, again, a wonderful success! Even though we’ve have been attacked by this terrible 

virus, I believe fun and enjoyment was had by all.  I want to thank everyone who helped orchestrate this wonderful 

activity and all of those who attended.  It is genuinely a work from the heart for all of the people involved in pro-

ducing our annual, major fundraiser. Without the funds raised from the Dinner/Dance, our school would not be 

the great school that it is.  Thank you all so much from all of us at St. Margaret’s Catholic School.  After the count-

ing is over, I believe we fared much better with proceeds from the Dinner/Dance than we could have hoped for, 

seeing as how many people stayed away due to the virus threat.  It was definitely due to our great supporters, but 

mostly Divine intervention. 

Our school has been closed since March 16th.  As of now, the Bishop has directed all schools to re-

main closed until April 6th.  We are meeting regularly with Diocesan personnel and I will try to 

keep everyone updated whenever new information is revealed. 

Speaking of Catholics and Catholic Schools, did you know: 

 There are 1.31 billion Catholics in the world (2018) 

 70,412,021 Catholics in the U.S. (2017) 

 6289 Catholic Schools in the U.S. (2019-2020)                                                                                                                       

1,789,363 students (2019-2020) 

       221 Catholic colleges in the US   

       720,000 students  

Mean cost per student in Catholic K-12 schools is $5936.00 

Average cost per student in public K-12 schools is $11,454.00 

Savings to American taxpayers is over $21,000,000,000.00 per year 

Cost to parents, parishioners, diocese, and other supporters is $10,621,658,768.00 per year 

Catholic school students normally perform better on national tests than public school students 

There are over 600 Catholic hospitals in the U.S. 

There are over 1400 Catholic long-term care facilities in the U.S. 

In the U.S. 1 in every 6 patients in the U. S. are cared for in Catholic facilities 

The Catholic Church is the largest non-governmental provider of education and medical services in 

the world. 

I’m very thankful to be associated with such a wonderful organization.  I sincerely hope that our school and parish 

are able to continue to help the people of our community. 

Please be careful with your health and observe all directives from the CDC. 

Walk in the Light of the Lord, Nick Schafer. 

All our Faith Formation material is available online for both the school and after school programs. If 
you did not receive a handout or email with instructions, please call or email me. Let us all continue 
with our religious education so that we may all be on the same page (literally) when we return to our 
classes, whenever that may be. Continue with one session a week. I still have several student books, you 
may call me to pick those up. The RCIA will continue via Zoom - a video conference format. This 
Wednesday we will be discussing the Sacrament of Matrimony. If you would like to participate, please 
email me for the link. As we continue to navigate the unknown during this epidemic, I am continually 
praying for our Parish and Faith Formation, and am here to offer support and answer questions. You 
may call me at 850-8164 or email me at brythoman@hotmail.com. Please continue to pray for an end to 
the coronavirus  

 
 
 

    

 

 

    

    

      

 
    

The church will  
remain open daily for 
personal  prayer. 

St. Margaret’s Catholic 

Church 

Pastor: Fr. Louis Shea  

louieshea@yahoo.com                    

Associate: Fr. Prakash Verunkal               

prakashhgn@yahoo.com  

Eucharistic Adoration 

Monday: 3:00-7:00 

Tuesday: 4:00-6:00 

Thursday: 4:00-7:00 

Sunday: 2:00-3:00 

1st Friday (Starts Thursday at 4:00 pm 

until Friday 4:00 pm) 

Sick & Homebound 

Cleo Medina, 307-240-4149 

Baptism 

Julie Fiebiger, 307-856-7556 

Church Choir 

Pat LeMasters, 307-856-1483 

Faith Formation Program 

Bryan Thoman , 307-850-8164 

Coordinator  

RCCW: Barb Barber, 307-840-1797 

2nd Monday of each month 6:30 p.m. 

Funeral Dinners:  

Daria Wood, 307--850-7694 

Knights of Columbus 

2nd Tuesday of each month 

7:00 p.m. Rosary-church 

7:30 meeting-Pate Hall 
 
Parish Council President: Mick New-

lin 

Parish Finance President: Dennis                    

              Appelhans 

 
 
Church 
620 E. Fremont Ave. 
Riverton, WY  82501 
stmargchurch1@gmail.com 
Rectory - 307-856-6226  

 
Office 
618 E. Fremont Ave. 
Riverton, WY 82501 
307-856-3757 
307-856-9396 
 

 
St. Margaret’s 
Catholic School 
220 N. 7th St. E. 
Riverton, WY 82501 
307-856-5922 

 

       Fifth Sunday of Lent 

                    March 29, 2020    

mailto:brythoman@hotmail.com


  Fr. Louis’ Corner 

     Fr. Prakash’ s Corner 

The Parish Office will remain open regular business 

hours 8-4 Monday through Friday. 

As COVID 19 is ramping up, we may have tenancy to look at the news every day to see  how many people are affect-
ed and how many deaths have been reported because of it. But do we fear death? I don’t think many of us do. As 
someone said ‘I am not so much afraid of death as ashamed of it’. We are repugnant of death. We can see in our-
selves the shame or repugnance in our response to the coronavirus. All of us in our nation and most nations are 
making extraordinary sacrifices to prevent the death of others. Some of us are working directly with health depart-
ments and others are helping with social distancing isolation etc., so that we may take control of the spread of this 
virus and have fewer deaths. 
Jesus was very much saddened by the death of his friend Lazarus. That is why the gospel report is that when he 
stood by the grave of Lazarus he wept. As his own death approaches we can imagine the scene ‘the agony in the 
Garden’ to the extent he was asking the Heavenly Father to take away this chalice if possible. Jesus reveals to us 
that God is upset when nasty things happen to people whether saints or sinners.  
Jesus revealed to us that God was upset when nasty things happen to people.  Jesus cured people who suffered 
grievous illness. The Gospels also reported other instances of Jesus bringing the dead back to life. He did it as a 
sign of greater things to come as we mediate upon the story of Lazarus coming back to life from his death. ‘He cried 
out in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out” and Lazarus walked out from the tomb.  We experience spiritual death 
through our sin. We go places where a Christian does not belong, be those places in the world or within our own 
rooms, or we do things to ourselves that frustrate ourselves, and then we feel dead.  
If we trust in the Lord, then our former way of life must be put to death which has the shame of sin. We cannot 
meet suffering with indifference, nor seek revenge for our wounds. We cannot let another Easter pass with no 
greater change than a new set of clothes. Christ was dead, and is now alive. Let us respond as we should, with 
praise, conversion, service, and hope.  Jesus proclaims that he is the resurrection and the life. 

I just finished watching and praying with Pope Francis, and receiving his urbi et orbi blessing, which means city 
and world. I loved how he used the Gospel passage of Jesus asleep in the boat during a storm and his disciples reac-
tion of fear to help us to put our situation with this pandemic now into perspective. We have to remain steadfast in 
faith. If you did not get a chance to experience it you still can on YouTube https://youtu.be/9CH50gykFf8 in Italian 
or https://youtu.be/RvE1ncKned8 with translation into English. In our Gospel passage this week we hear of Jesus 
bringing Lazarus back to life.  When he hears that Lazarus is sick he does nothing, or so it seems. He waits two days 
and then tells the disciples that they are to go to Judea to see Lazarus. There is much confusion among his disciples 
over Jesus’ intentions. He had been severely persecuted the last time he was there but Thomas says they might as 
well go and die with him. When Jesus brings Lazarus back to life It is interesting that some of the Jews that were 
present began to believe in him but others continued to persecute him. We all have to decide for ourselves how we 
are going to respond to Jesus’ influence. He is calling you to be His disciple, how are you answering that call? 

 
As you know we are working on ways to reach out to our parishioners. I now have a blog on our improved website, I 
have a YouTube channel, and we are very active on our Facebook page St Margaret’s Catholic Church and our abil-
ity to use MyParish app is also improving. Of course some of our parishioners cannot be reached through these 
methods so we are making DVDs for people who do not have the internet to watch YouTube . We are still printing 
the bulletin that are available in the church, as well as emailing them and having them on the website. I need your 
help getting the word out. If you know someone that doesn’t have internet can you let us know? Maybe you could 
print things off for them or we can do that in the office for them. Let’s all stay in touch. Call people you know from 
the parish to see how they are doing. The number at the rectory is 856-6226 give us a call if you want to talk. Let’s 
help each other stay steadfast in our faith! 

 

 

  

         MONDAY          3/30                        Carmen Majdic  +                    

         TUESDAY         3/31                  Gonzalo Salinas  +                                                                                                               

          WEDNESDAY  4/01                  Butch Wright  +                       

                  THURSDAY      4/02                     Dilger Family 

                  FRIDAY             4/03                   Noah             

                  SATURDAY      4/04          .            Don Ackerman  + 

                  SUNDAY           4/05                    Carmen Majdic  +         

                                             Roberta & Reggie                                

                   .   

               

  

    Prayers for Healing      

Tom Romero; Linda Sinicki; Mary Rohrbacher; Roger Hulme; Taylee; Jean Hankins; Jonathan Perez; 
Tonya Abernathy; Eli Steinberg: Christopher Barber; Alicia; Patricia Andrews; Pete Davis; Chandler 
Thoman; Nancy Kindle; Sandra S; Leonard Williams; Sean B; Carole Meyer; Jill McCarthy; Keith Kal-
bach; Caleb Stone; Jess; Camilla; Kayleen Gambler; Dianna Slater; Louis; Cortney; Darla Shepardson; 
Danny Kurtilla; Martha Chacon; Roberta Miller; Kurth Waren; The Gamble Family; Kurt Leininger; Eliza-
beth Reid; Wilma Thompson; Bob Luoma; Steve McNamee; Kristian Mitchell; Rita Leidy; Kevin; Sam 
Senkow; Mike Sanchez; Elizabeth Perdue; Rod Mosbrucker; Alyssa Vega; James Habeck; Mike Os-
borne; Angie Esvelt; Dora Flagg; Laura; Brittany Clarkson; Cloann Guernsey; Jo Acosta; Joel Rivera; 
Cody Thrasher; Colby Harris; Jack Romero; Joe Streeter Sr; Tyus Starr Fisher; June Hulme; Burnayse 
Neff; Steve Gresback; Dustee Martinet; Janet Hughes; Pierce Steen; Pat Mosbrucker; Aaron Duncan; 
William Apodaca; Hunter Jaramillo, John Roybal; Curry Matthiessen; Jimmy VanVleet;  Marlene Keralis; 
Curtis Good; John Osborne; Erica Thoman; Josh Ward; Cristy Cragoe; Rod Slattery; Pete Sauer; Bill 
Leininger; Sharon Neel; Devin Senn; Tim Shelton 
                   Please notify the office if someone should be removed from the prayer list. 

  

WEEK OF MARCH 23- MARCH 29, 2020 

 Living & Giving in Christ Fiscal Year 2019-2020  Update as of 03/24/2020 

                      Goal       Pledge to date      Pledge Shortage     Actual paid to date:  

St Margaret’s  $ 40,113             $ 28,152 $ 11,961                     $ 25,252 

OLW                 $ 4,482              $ 670                       $ 3,812       $ 495 

St Edwards      $ 2,561         $ 675            $ 1,886       $ 675 

St. Josephs     $ 667                 $ 500                       $ 167                            $ 500 

Goal: Assessed by the Diocese at 20% of previous year actual envelopes & collection plate.  

Parishioners: Actual Pledge by parishioners.  

Pledge Shortage: If amount is not pledged and fulfilled by parishioners then the parish may be 

charged for the shortage.  

Actual paid to date: Totals paid by parishioners on pledges made.  

                                                   Boiler Fund 

                            Total collections for the Boiler fund to date are $ 101,670.42                                                         

                                Thank You for your support!  

      

        Anniversary                                    Birthday                                 Deceased + 

Prayer Corner:     
                                                           

                       I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord; 
whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will never die.   
 John 11:25-26 

Links to other sources of information 

for our  Parish. 

Visit our Facebook Page : St Mar-

garet’s Catholic Church  

  Here's Fr. Louie's  YouTube Videos:  

video/youtu.be/f8lsnm8Vfvc  

             My Parish App 

The Living Church in a Time of Crisis 
site: 

http://dioceseofcheyenne.org/covid19/  

Frs. Louie and Prakash will be celebrating 
their private Mass for the scheduled Mass 
intentions, but will not accept the stipend. 
When we start having public Mass again 
your requested intention will be done again. 

All soup suppers and the Fish Fry 

have been Cancelled. 

https://youtu.be/9CH50gykFf8
https://youtu.be/RvE1ncKned8
http://dioceseofcheyenne.org/covid19/

